
2250 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29307 

864-594-4410 

 

August 1, 2019 

 
Dear Spartanburg High School Families, 

 

The time has come! Three years ago, the Spartanburg community voiced their collective support 
for creating a world-class facility that provides an optimal environment for maximizing student 

learning. Since that time, the District 7 family has excitedly awaited the moment that has now 

arrived: It is time to make the new Spartanburg High School our home. 

 
We have put a great deal of thought into the best approach for beginning this academic year in our 

new school – for students, staff, administrators, and our greater community. Every aspect of this 

facility will be new to all of us, and as such we have good-naturedly dubbed this year with the theme 
“Go with the Flow!” That is exactly what we are committed to doing – together – as we celebrate 

this wonderful milestone and launch a new era. Most areas of the campus are ready to go, while a 

few (our fine arts center and some athletics venues) will soon follow.  

 
This packet outlines our opening plans and provides additional information you need prior to the 

first day of school. All of this information has also been emailed to students and parents, is located 

on the SHS website (accessible in the announcements section on the home page announcements 
section at shs.spartanburg7.org) and is posted to our Facebook and Twitter accounts. We will 

continue to share updates and reminders as opening week approaches, so please look for these via 

email and on our website and social media pages. 
  

In order to make the school opening experience as clear, easy, comfortable, and personalized as 

possible, we will have a staggered start on Monday and Tuesday, August 19-20. This approach will 

allow us to provide a thorough orientation for students in a smaller group setting – a need that is 
unique this year since our building is new to all. It will also allow us to be responsive and flexible 

as we observe traffic flow patterns and the use of building entrances, and as we work through other 

potential kinks that come with getting used to our new facility, before bringing all 2,000 students to 
campus together. The staggered start schedule is outlined in the enclosed school opening overview.  

 

On a final note, just in time to begin our new year we have learned that SHS is recognized among 
the top 4% of all public and private high schools in South Carolina, and the top 10% in the nation, 

by what was formerly the Washington Post’s “America’s Most Challenging High Schools” list 

(renamed the Jay Matthews Challenge Index this year). Congratulations to our hard-working Viking 

family for this accomplishment! Our long legacy of excellence is widely recognized, and our new 
home will propel us to even greater heights as we fulfill our mission to inspire and equip. 

 

Viking history is ABOUT TO BE MADE. Let’s do this! 
 

With anticipation, 

   
Vance Jones, Principal-Elect   Jeff Stevens, Principal   


