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HALF PAST TWO

Russell W. BookeR, Ph.D., Presiding 
Superintendent, Spartanburg School District No. 7

Spartanburg High School Fanfare ................................................................................................................................................John McAllister
 Members of the Viking Band

Badinerie, from Orchestral Suite No.2 ....................................................................................................................................................J.S. Bach 
 The Spartanburg High School Chamber Orchestra 
	 Jeff	Kuntz,	Conductor	

*Pledge of Allegiance .......................................................................................................................Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Jake Norwood 

*America, the Beautiful .................................................................................................................................................................arr. Joseph Martin
 The Spartanburg High School Chorale 
 Lisa Cunningham, Director 

Welcome ......................................................................................................................................................................................... Sharon Porter
 Spartanburg School District No. 7 Board of Trustees

Invocation ............................................................................................................................................................................................ Steve Wise
 Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church  

Recognitions ..................................................................................................................................................................... Dr. Russell W. Booker  
 Superintendent 

History of the Building  ................................................................................................................................................................ Jeffrey	Stevens			
	 Former	Spartanburg	High	School	Principal,	Chief	Operations	Officer	

Dedication of the Building: A Responsive Reading ........................................................................................................................Sanders Lee  
 Spartanburg School District No. 7 Board of Trustees

Acceptance of the Building ...............................................................................................................................................................Vance Jones    
 Principal, Spartanburg High School 
 Henry Bishop 
 Student Body President 

Bless This School .......................................................................................................................................................................................May Brahe
 Dr. Albert Jeter, Retired District No. 7 Educator, Soloist  
 Dr. John Moody, Music Department Chair, Accompanist 

Benediction ....................................................................................................................................................................Dr. Benjamin D. Snoddy  
 Pastor, Mount Moriah Baptist Church 

*Alma Mater .......................................................................................................................................... The Spartanburg High School Chorale

Dear Alma Mater proud you stand, with a spirit strong and true, 

Inspiring truth and loyalty, in praise we sing to you! 

Let all our minds in one accord, unite that honor may prevail; 

Thy sons and daughters sing to you, dear Spartanburg High School Hail!

You are cordially invited to tour the school and its grounds at this time. Refreshments are available in the Valhalla  
commons	area	outside	the	Media	Center	(music	provided	by	the	Spartanburg	High	School	Woodwind	Ensemble).

* Those who are able are asked to stand.
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The Campus

A bird’s eye perspective of the new Spartanburg High School situated on 189 acres.  

The 1,000 seat Fine Arts Center is located in the rear of the building on the western end and the  

2,500 seat Arena is located in the rear of the building on the eastern end. The two-story academic wing  

is situated along the front portion of the facility. The 7,500 seat stadium is located  

in the rear of the school building along with adjacent fields and fieldhouses. 
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PAST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES DURING THE PROJECT



1. Student Entrance
2. Visitor/Parent Entrance
3. Plainview Drive Entrance
4. Academic Building

A. Guidance & Career Counseling
B. Administration
C. West Courtyard and Amphitheatre
D. East Courtyard and Visual Arts/JROTC Courtyard
E. Student Activities Area 

(Viking	Vendor,	Viking	Student	Center,	 
Viking Collaboration Center, Viking Dining Hall,  
Media	Center,	Valhalla,	Tech	Support,	JROTC	Suite)

F. Fine Arts Wing 
(Orchestra,	Chorus,	Band,	Drama)

G. Athletics Wing 
(basement	level	–	Auxiliary	Gym,	Physical	Education,	 
Training	Room,	Weight	Room,	PE/Athletic	Locker	Rooms)

5. District 7 Fine Arts Center
6. Viking Arena
7. Viking Stadium
8. Outdoor Classroom, Sustained Wetlands Pond, Fountain
9. Walking Trail and Pedestrian Bridge
10. Band Practice Field
11. Maintenance Building
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12. Field House A 
(Track,	Lacrosse,	Cross	Country,	Soccer,	Training	Room)

13.	Track	and	Field	Complex/Competition	Field
14. Practice Field
15. Tennis Courts
16. Field House B 

(Tennis,	Softball,	Baseball)
17. Softball Stadium
18. Baseball Stadium
19. Multipurpose Field
20.	Bus	Drop	off/Pick	up
      Parking Area
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HIS TORY OF T H E PROJ EC T

Welcome to the new Spartanburg High School, which has been 
developed over a period of four years with inspiration and care to 
serve Spartanburg School District 7’s youth for generations to come. 
This	campus,	which	is	the	culmination	of	the	effort	of	many	people	
throughout	its	planning,	design,	and	construction	–	is	comprised	 
of several buildings that are diverse in function yet cohesive in  
design and structure.

The story of this campus began in 2015, when the Administration 
and the Board of Trustees of Spartanburg County School District 
7	engaged	architectural	firm	McMillan	Pazdan	Smith	to	conduct	a	
comprehensive	facilities	assessment	and	fitness	study	of	each	school	
within	the	district.	Of	major	consideration	was	the	age	of	the	existing	
Spartanburg High School, maintenance costs of the structure, the 
need	for	a	comprehensive	high	school	plant,	and	the	expected	 
growth	in	student-age	population	within	the	district.	

At the conclusion of this assessment, it was recommended to 
construct a new building to serve grades nine through twelve with 
capacity for 2,500 students. An ambitious goal of opening the facility 
in	time	for	the	2019-2020	year	was	established.

Many community meetings, interactions, and analyses culminated 
with an overwhelmingly positive bond referendum vote in 2016. 
Funds were approved for a new high school, a new elementary school 
(now	completed	and	named	Drayton	Mills	Elementary),	the	future	
renovation and conversion of the old Spartanburg High School into  
a new McCracken Middle School, and additional projects within  
the district. 

A	site	of	189	acres	at	the	former	Lan-Yair	golf	course	was	selected	as	
the most appropriate location for constructing the new high school. 
This	provided	close	proximity	for	the	District	7	community	as	well	 
as an area suitable for future development.

Planning	for	the	building	was	conducted	by	McMillan	Pazdan	 
Smith	in	close	partnership	with	the	District	7	team,	M.B.	Kahn	 
Construction	Co.,	school	staff	and	faculty,	students,	and	members	 
of the community. These groups provided vital insights to inform  
the	size	and	arrangement	of	interior	and	exterior	spaces,	desirable	
amenities and technology, and functionality and equipment needs. 

Administrative	officers	at	the	high	school	and	district	levels	worked	
closely with our architects over the course of several months on all 
aspects of design. During this period, the design team visited numerous 
schools	(locally,	nationally,	and	internationally)	to	devise	a	vision	
based on best practices and the needs of the 21st century student. 

T H E V ISION BECOM E S R E A LIT Y

A groundbreaking ceremony was held on December 14, 2016. In order 
to meet the established timeline, site work was started in January 
2017 prior to completion of the contract drawings. Plans for the 
school	were	finalized	in	late	summer	of	2017,	and	the	project	was	suc-
cessfully	completed	in	time	for	the	opening	of	the	2019-2020	session	
in	mid-August.	

Constructed in a manner that comfortably combines the visual ideas 
of traditional and contemporary design, the new Spartanburg High 
School	fulfills	a	once-in-a-	lifetime	opportunity	to	address	the	global	
economy by shaping the minds of future generations. Students are 
surrounded by timeless reminders of the school’s historic past, such as 
the main entrance clock honoring the establishment of Spartanburg 
City Schools in 1884, history walls highlighting secondary schools 
that	were	once	a	part	of	our	district,	and	a	privately-funded	sculpture	
inspired by our journey to fully integrate Spartanburg High School in 
1970.	Students	also	benefit	from	efficient	design	that	is	conducive	to	
21st-century	teaching	and	learning.	

Learning takes place anytime and everywhere on this beautiful,  
welcoming,	and	responsible	campus.	The	site	includes	a	1,000-seat	
Fine	Arts	Center,	a	comprehensive	athletic	complex,	a	7,500-seat	
outdoor	stadium,	and	a	2,500-seat	arena	among	its	10	building	 
structures. Large classrooms, science labs, lecture labs, and formal 
and informal meeting and collaboration areas throughout the campus 
accommodate	project-based	learning	and	foster	a	culture	of	open	 
exchange.	The	Viking	Student	Center,	Viking	Vendor,	Viking	 
Dining Hall, Veranda, and Media Center create meaningful  
opportunities for teachers and students to engage in what many 
describe	as	a	“collegiate-like”	environment.	

Fine arts, health and wellness, student activity, and athletic facilities 
support performances and sporting events; and a modern guidance 
and career center is optimally equipped to prepare students for 
success	beyond	high	school.	Ample	parking,	robust	state-of-the-art	
security systems, optimal visibility, and egress welcome all who  
are	served	by	this	flagship	school.	

An outdoor environmental classroom, designed with input and  
guidance from students, faculty, a renowned naturalist, and community 
partners, was incorporated into the campus design along with  
walking	trails,	ponds,	functional	courtyards,	and	plazas.	These	 
natural resources across our new campus provide for learning,  
wellness, and conservation.

The new Spartanburg High School is the ninth high school  
nationwide	–	and	the	first	in	South	Carolina	–	to	achieve	Two	Green	
Globes.	This	certification	is	awarded	by	the	Green	Building	Initiative	
for	resource	efficiency	and	reduction	of	environmental	impact.

T H E M A I N AC A DE MIC BU IL DI NG

The main academic building is 407,449 square feet. On the south  
end	of	the	site	are	124	academic	classrooms	in	four	two-story	wings.	
The	sciences	are	located	on	the	second	floor,	with	laboratories,	
shared preparation rooms, ample storage and equipment that meets 

A Time to Build 



the full instructional needs for biology, chemistry, environmental 
science,	physical	science	and	physics	–	essential	to	college	preparatory	
curriculum.
 
A typical classroom for language arts, mathematics, world languages, 
and	social	studies	contains	approximately	800	square	feet	of	space.	
Each room is equipped with interactive displays, audio enhancement 
and	security	technology,	flexible	furnishings	including	sit-stand	
desks for students and faculty, and storage. Classrooms have both 
exterior	and	interior	windows,	creating	a	bright	and	open	atmosphere	
of	“learning	on	display”	not	seen	in	many	schools.	The	wing	of	each	
academic area provides collaboration space to facilitate interaction 
beyond traditional classroom walls. 

The central core of the academic building houses the student center, 
administration	and	guidance	offices,	school	store,	and	areas	for	visual	
art instruction. This core is bordered on both sides by multipurpose, 
landscaped	courtyards,	which	are	visible	via	floor-to-ceiling	windows.	
The bus loop and student parking lots are adjacent to these courtyards. 
The building’s core is easily accessible from the academic wings as 
well as from the media center, dining hall, music rooms, and athletic 
spaces, which are located in the back half of the building. 

The	full	complement	of	fine	arts	facilities	allows	students	to	pursue	
opportunities	in	music,	theatre	and	the	visual	arts.	As	a	career-ready	
hub,	the	school	offers	learning	opportunities	in	theatre	and	music- 
related craftsmanship, such as scene construction, instrument 
repair,	and	audio-visual	design.	Specially	designed	spaces	also	house	
programs	such	as	a	Junior	Reserve	Officer	Training	Corps	(JROTC),	
entrepreneurial leadership, and information technology.

Athletic facilities within the main building include two gymnasiums, 
locker	rooms,	a	weight	room,	training	room,	and	coaching	offices.	
The larger of the two gymnasiums, Viking Arena, seats 2,500  
spectators for student activities and athletic events. 

The main building is surrounded by ample paved parking areas for 
administration, faculty, student and visitors. 

OU T DOOR AT H L E TIC FACILITIE S

In addition to the main school building, a full complement of  
outdoor athletic facilities were constructed as part of this project. 
These	include	the	7,500-seat	Viking	Stadium,	a	track	and	field	 
complex,	baseball	and	softball	fields,	practice	fields,	six	tennis	courts	
with	a	central	spectator	veranda,	cross	country	trail,	and	two	field	
houses. These facilities give Spartanburg High School, our district, 
and the Spartanburg community the ability to host a wide variety  
of sporting events.

T H E A RCHIT EC T S , BU IL DER S , A N D SU PPLIER S

Credits to the architectural designers, various construction teams, 
and equipment suppliers are legion in a project of this scope.

Many	people	were	associated	with	McMillan	Pazdan	Smith	 
Architecture in drawing the plans for the building. From the project’s 
inception until its completion, Ron Smith remained on the project 
site as principal in chief. The project architect and supervisor was 
Brian Deichman. Interior designer was Lynne Wilson.

The following engineers collaborated with the architect: Trey  
Blackwood	with	Blackwood	Associates	(Spartanburg,	SC),	civil	 
engineer; Paul Gurley with Bailey and Son Engineering  

(Greenville,	SC),	structural	engineer;	Erin	Schumpert	with	Britt,	
Peters	and	Associates	(Greenville,	SC),	structural	engineer;	Hamp	
Crow	with	Crow	&	Bulman	Engineering	(Spartanburg,	SC),	mechanical	
engineer;	Steve	Smith	with	Matrix	Engineering	(Spartanburg,	SC),	
electrical engineer; Mahyar Angooraj and Mark Watts with Buford 
Goff	&	Associates	(Columbia,	SC),	plumbing	and	fire	protection	 
engineers,	respectively;	Tony	Mangum	with	Design	Phase	(Greenville,	
SC),	technology	engineer;	Paul	Sanow	with	Theatre	Consultants	 
Collaborative	(Louisville,	KY),	theatre	consultant;	Kris	Morphis	
with	Foodesign	Associates	(Charlotte,	NC),	kitchen	consultant;	 
and	Tipton	Pitts	with	LandArt	Design	Group	(Spartanburg,	SC),	
landscape architect.

M.	B.	Kahn	Construction	Co.,	Inc.,	in	partnership	with	Brownstone	
Construction Group, was selected as the Construction Manager at 
Risk for this massive project. The Construction Management team 
was	led	by	M.	B.	Kahn	Construction	Company	(President	Robert	
Chisholm,	Senior	Executive	Vice	President	Rick	Ott	and	Executive	
Vice	President	Bill	Cram)	in	partnership	with	Brownstone	Construc-
tion	Group	(President	Dale	Collier).	Under	the	leadership	of	Project	
Director Bill Ramsey and Senior Superintendent Don Beres, a team 
of project managers, engineers and onsite superintendents managed 
all	day-to-day	activities	to	bring	this	project	to	successful	completion.	
Although originally scheduled to open in January 2020, the team 
was able to advance the opening date of the main academic areas to 
August 2019. 

Subcontractors	include	Morgan	Corp.	(Roebuck,	SC),	site	work	and	
paving;	W	L	Concrete	(Greenville,	SC),	CGD	Construction	(Gaffney,	
SC)	and	Artistic	Concrete	(Norcross,	GA),	concrete	work;	Southeastern	
Contracting	(Blacksburg,	VA)	and	Cherokee	Masonry	(Gaffney,	SC),	
masonry;	Steelworks	of	the	Carolinas	(Piedmont,	SC),	steel;	AAR	
Roofing	and	Sheet	Metal	(Kernersville,	NC),	roofing;	Burgess	Sales	
&	Supply	(Charlotte,	NC),	doors	and	hardware;	Palmetto	State	Glass	
(Columbia,	SC),	windows	and	glazing;	Precision	Walls	(Greer,	SC),	
drywall	and	acoustic	ceilings;	William	R.	Nash	(Miami,	FL),	 
Jet	Commercial	(Seneca,	SC)	and	MB	Haynes	Corporation	 
(Asheville,	NC),	mechanical	and	plumbing	systems;	and	Penco	 
Electrical	Contractors	(Morrow,	GA)	and	H	R	Allen	(Piedmont,	 
SC),	electrical	work.

Finishes and equipment subcontractors include IB Industries  
(Spartanburg,	SC)	and	Southern	Painting	&	Maintenance	 
Specialists	(Greenville,	SC),	painting;	Hodge	Floors	(Spartanburg,	
SC),	carpeting;	Wenger	Corporation	(Owatonna,	MN),	theatre	 
equipment;	Commercial	&	Industrial	Floors	(Greer,	SC),	flooring;	
David	Allen	Company	(Raleigh,	NC),	terrazzo;	Productions	Unlimited	
(Greer,	SC),	theatre	sound	systems;	Blankenship	Associates	(Raleigh,	
NC)	and	International	Office	Products	Cooperative	(Greer,	SC),	
casework	and	woodwork;	Integrity	Blinds	&	Shutters	(Moore,	SC),	
window	treatments;	thyssenkrupp	(Charlotte,	NC),	elevators;	 
Carolina	Fire	Control	(Concord,	NC),	fire	protection	systems;	H2I	
Group	(formerly	Haldeman	Homme,	Minneapolis,	MN),	gymnasium	
and	athletic	equipment;	Newman	Fence	Company	(Roebuck,	SC),	
fencing;	Roebuck	Wholesale	Nursery	and	Landscaping	(Roebuck,	
SC),	landscaping;	Medallion	Athletic	Products	(Mooresville,	NC),	
stadium	turf;	Talbot	Tennis	(Marietta,	GA),	tennis	courts;	and	 
Sturdisteel	(Waco,	TX),	stadium	bleachers.

Many other companies and individuals in addition to the above  
participated in bringing this building project to fruition. To each  
who had a part, however large or small, we are grateful for a task  
well done.

This is your new Spartanburg High School campus. May it serve its students 
and its citizens well for many years to come.



The Dedication of  
Spartanburg High School 

Dear friends, we gather here joyfully this afternoon to dedicate  
this building and this campus to the glorious upbuilding of the many lives it will serve.  

We are grateful for the opportunity to provide this school as a means to enhance, deepen,  
and enrich the lives of current and future generations of students. It is our hope and vision 

that it will be a vibrant home that inspires and equips our youth by cultivating  
educational	pursuits,	the	fine	arts,	leadership	and	citizenship,	athletics,	 

student activities, and lifelong friendships. 

Therefore, we the members of this community, with glad and grateful hearts, bless and  
dedicate	this	building	and	its	campus	to	the	fulfillment	of	this	mission	and	vision.	We	do	so	

in honor of all who have been served within this high school community for more than  
130 years, and for those who will be served by it for generations to come.  

LEADER: With sincere gratitude, we bless and dedicate this building and its campus
ALL: in appreciation of all who have freely given of their time, 

talents, and substance so that it might be erected.

LEADER: With sincere gratitude, we bless and dedicate this building and its campus
ALL: to provide a place where the minds and hearts of all may search 

for truth, beauty, goodness, kindness, mercy, and grace.

LEADER: With sincere gratitude, we bless and dedicate this building and its campus
ALL: to the teachers and staff, who draw students unto themselves 

for instruction and renewal.

LEADER: With sincere gratitude, we bless and dedicate this building and its campus
ALL: to the administration upon whose wisdom, ability, and faithfulness  

we depend for stewarding our school community. 

LEADER: As we bless and dedicate this building and its campus, we also dedicate ourselves 
anew to the service of humanity. We give thanks for our parents, teachers, benefactors, 

and friends whose faithful devotion and service have led to the joy of this day. 
ALL: Help us guard this treasure, be blessed by it, nurture it, and pass it on 
to the coming generations, that their lives may be enriched by the ideals of 

wisdom, strength, and peace held dear by Spartanburg High School.


